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Abstract: This study explores the
integration of Lingnan culture elements into
commercial display design, highlighting
their impact on marketing and brand
enhancement. Lingnan culture, a vital part
of traditional Chinese heritage,
encompasses a diverse range of elements
including academia, arts, crafts, and
architecture, each contributing uniquely to
regional identity. Incorporating these
elements into commercial displays not only
imbues them with a distinct cultural essence
but also enhances their artistic and unique
appeal, thereby attracting consumers and
boosting their purchasing desire. The
research delineates the multifaceted nature
of Lingnan culture, from its historical roots,
geographical features, and ethnic diversity
to its linguistic and architectural styles. The
strategic application of these cultural
elements in commercial displays—like using
vibrant colors, traditional patterns, and
architectural motifs can significantly elevate
the aesthetic and emotional appeal of the
products or brands showcased. Additionally,
incorporating traditional crafts and
calligraphy adds depth and authenticity to
the displays. Furthermore, the study
emphasizes the need for commercial
designers to deeply understand and
consciously apply Lingnan cultural
elements to communicate the regional
characteristics and cultural richness
effectively. By doing so, it not only promotes
the products but also plays a crucial role in
preserving and propagating cultural
heritage. In conclusion, effectively
leveraging Lingnan cultural elements in
commercial display designs not only
enhances consumer engagement and brand
identity but also serves as a medium for
cultural transmission and evolution. This
approach presents a harmonious blend of
tradition and modernity, offering a novel

perspective in commercial marketing
strategies.
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1. Introduction
The study of the application of Lingnan
cultural elements in commercial exhibition
design is a multidisciplinary subject. It
involves academic fields such as exhibition
design, cultural communication, and regional
characteristics, as well as application areas like
business, tourism, and cultural industries. As
an integral part of Chinese traditional culture,
Lingnan cultural elements encompass a wide
range of areas including academics, literature,
painting, calligraphy, music, opera, crafts,
architecture, gardens, folk customs, religion,
cuisine, language, and overseas Chinese
culture. These elements are rich in artistic
expression and possess unique regional
characteristics. Integrating Lingnan cultural
elements into commercial exhibition design
can not only endow it with regional cultural
connotations but also enhance its artistry and
uniqueness, thereby attracting more consumers
and stimulating their purchasing desires. [1,2]
Scholars have extensively theorized about the
application of Lingnan cultural elements in
commercial exhibition design, exploring how
to combine these elements with modern
commercial exhibition design to create spaces
with unique charm and regional features.
These studies emphasize the importance of
Lingnan cultural elements in enhancing the
level of commercial exhibition design and
their significance in promoting local economic
development. Additionally, scholars have
conducted in-depth analyses and studies on
successful cases where Lingnan cultural
elements have been applied in commercial
exhibition design. These case studies discuss
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how to blend Lingnan cultural elements with
modern design concepts and how to convey
the connotations and values of Lingnan culture
through exhibition design, providing practical
guidance and insights for other designers. [3]

In the context of globalization and intense
market competition, commercial exhibition
design, as a vital marketing tool, has become a
key means for companies to shape brand
image and attract consumer attention. With
consumers' increasing demands for cultural
and aesthetic experiences, more and more
designers are incorporating Lingnan cultural
elements into commercial exhibition design.
By utilizing traditional architecture, patterns,
and colors from the Lingnan region, they
create exhibition spaces with a strong regional
character that attract a large audience.[4, 5]

These practical applications not only showcase
the unique charm of Lingnan culture but also
provide valuable references for other designers.
Integrating regional cultural elements into
commercial exhibition design can enhance the
image of products or brands and strengthen
consumer purchasing desire and brand loyalty.
In recent years, both the academic and
industrial worlds have conducted extensive
research and practice in this area. [6]
Current research on the application of Lingnan
cultural elements in commercial exhibition
design has achieved certain results. However,
many issues still need further exploration and
study. For instance, how to better combine
Lingnan cultural elements with modern
commercial exhibition design, how to convey
the deeper connotations of Lingnan culture
through exhibition design, and how to enhance
audience participation and experience through
technical means are some of the questions that
remain. Furthermore, it is necessary to expand
the application scope and forms of Lingnan
cultural elements in commercial exhibition
design to adapt to the ever-changing market
demands and audience preferences. [7, 8]
As a unique cultural region in southern China,
Lingnan culture, with its rich history, art, and
folk elements, offers a new perspective for
commercial exhibition design. This study aims
to explore how to effectively integrate the
elements of Lingnan culture into commercial
exhibition design and analyze the impact of
this integration on enhancing commercial
effectiveness and inheriting cultural values. By

using a combination of literature analysis, case
studies, and design practice, this paper intends
to propose a set of commercial exhibition
design strategies that incorporate Lingnan
cultural elements. The significance of the
study lies in providing an innovative design
approach that combines traditional culture
with modern commercial needs and offering a
practical pathway for promoting the heritage
and dissemination of regional culture. The
results show that by utilizing Lingnan culture's
colors, patterns, architectural styles, traditional
crafts, and language, the attractiveness and
cultural connotation of commercial exhibitions
can be significantly enhanced, thereby
increasing consumer purchasing intention and
brand loyalty. This finding is of great
importance for companies looking to innovate
their commercial strategies through the
integration of traditional cultural elements. [9]

2. Elucidation of Lingnan Cultural
Elements
Lingnan cultural elements integrate the
cultural aspects of various ethnic groups and
regions, possessing rich historical connotations
and a unique artistic style. Firstly, the
historical background of Lingnan culture: The
Lingnan region has been inhabited by humans
and seen the development of civilization since
ancient times. As early as the late Neolithic
period, the Lingnan region had a relatively
developed culture, as evidenced by artifacts
from sites like Xinxing and Luntou, indicating
high levels of productivity and cultural
exchange. With the evolution of history,
Lingnan gradually formed its unique cultural
system. Secondly, the geographical
characteristics of Lingnan culture: The
Lingnan region, located in the hilly and
mountainous areas of the south, has a humid
climate and a beautiful natural environment.
These geographical features have significantly
influenced the formation and development of
Lingnan culture. The landscape, abundant
natural resources, and contact with the sea
have endowed Lingnan culture with unique
natural scenery and lifestyle. Thirdly, the
ethnic characteristics of Lingnan culture: The
Lingnan region is home to multiple ethnic
groups, such as Han, Zhuang, Yao, and Miao.
Each of these ethnicities has retained its
traditional culture and has contributed to the
unique Lingnan culture through mutual
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exchanges. Lingnan culture, characterized by
its diversity and inclusiveness, displays the
harmonious coexistence and cultural
integration among different ethnicities.
Fourthly, the language and script of Lingnan
culture: The Lingnan region has a rich variety
of languages and dialects, such as Cantonese,
Hakka, and Zhuang. Among them, Cantonese
is the most widely used language in the
Lingnan region and an important component
of Lingnan culture. The region also possesses
unique calligraphic arts, such as Lingnan seal
script and Lingnan regular script, reflecting the
distinctive artistic style of Lingnan culture.
Fifthly, the architectural style of Lingnan
culture: The architecture in the Lingnan region
is uniquely characterized by its exquisite detail
and ornate decorations. Lingnan architecture
emphasizes harmony with the natural
environment, pursuing a philosophy of
coexistence with nature. Typical Lingnan
architectural elements include glazed tiles,
dougong brackets, and carved decorations,
reflecting Lingnan culture's pursuit of beauty
and unique aesthetic concepts. Sixthly, the
traditional crafts of Lingnan culture: The
Lingnan region is renowned for its traditional
crafts, such as ceramics, lacquerware, and
embroidery. These crafts are known for their
exquisite skills and unique artistic styles.
Traditional crafts in the Lingnan region focus
on the expression of details and patterns,
reflecting the pursuit of refinement and quality
in Lingnan culture. Seventhly, the folk
customs of Lingnan culture: The Lingnan
region has a rich variety of folk customs, such
as temple fairs during the Spring Festival, lion
dances, and dragon boat races. These folk
activities are important components of
Lingnan culture, representing the lifestyle and
values of the people in Lingnan. These
customs not only enrich the cultural life of the
Lingnan region but also serve as important
tourist attractions. Lastly, the musical art of
Lingnan culture: The Lingnan region has
unique forms of musical art, such as
Cantonese opera and Lingnan music.
Cantonese opera, one of the most
representative theatrical forms in the Lingnan
region, is renowned for its unique singing style,
performance, and plot content. Lingnan music,
with its melodious tunes and unique
instrumental performances, showcases the
musical art charm of Lingnan culture. [10, 11]

3. The Relationship between Commercial
Exhibition Design and Lingnan Cultural
Elements
Commercial exhibition design, as a means of
promoting and showcasing products or brand
images, is closely related to Lingnan cultural
elements. By utilizing these elements,
commercial exhibitions can gain a unique
artistic flavor and cultural atmosphere,
enhancing their appeal and effectiveness.
Firstly, commercial exhibition design can
create a unique visual effect through the use of
Lingnan cultural color elements. Known for its
vibrant colors, such as bright red, emerald
green, and golden yellow, Lingnan culture's
color palette can be employed in commercial
exhibition design to establish striking thematic
tones, increasing the visual impact and
attractiveness of the exhibition area and
generating interest and favorability towards
the product or brand. Secondly, commercial
exhibition design can draw inspiration from
Lingnan cultural patterns and decorative
elements to add a unique artistic atmosphere to
the exhibition area. Distinctive Lingnan
patterns and decorations, like floral and bird
motifs, cloud dragons, and lotuses, can be
incorporated into commercial exhibition
design elements such as background walls,
display cabinets, and hangings. These patterns
and decorations can add a unique Lingnan
cultural style to the exhibition design,
attracting viewers' attention while also
reflecting the uniqueness and artistic value of
the product or brand. Thirdly, commercial
exhibition design can emulate Lingnan
architectural styles to create a rich Lingnan
cultural atmosphere. The unique and exquisite
architectural styles of Lingnan culture, such as
glazed tiles, dougong brackets, and carved
decorations, can be integrated into commercial
exhibition designs in aspects like building
exteriors, doorways, and windows, thereby
establishing a strong Lingnan cultural
ambiance. These architectural elements can
bring unique visual effects to the commercial
exhibition design and also reflect the tradition
and history of the product or brand. Fourthly,
commercial exhibition design can utilize
elements of Lingnan traditional crafts to
showcase the uniqueness and cultural
connotations of products. The Lingnan region
is famous for its traditional crafts like ceramics,
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lacquerware, and embroidery. These elements
can be used in commercial exhibition designs,
such as product packaging and display
methods, to highlight the uniqueness and
cultural connotations of the products. These
traditional craft elements can add a unique
Lingnan cultural style to the exhibition design,
resonating with and gaining recognition from
the audience. Fifthly, commercial exhibition
design can also employ Lingnan cultural
calligraphy and script elements to express the
uniqueness and regional characteristics of the
brand. The calligraphic art of Lingnan culture
is distinctive and can be used in commercial
exhibition designs, such as slogans,
promotional phrases, and signage, to enhance
the cultural atmosphere and artistic feel of the
exhibition area. These calligraphy and script
elements can add a unique Lingnan cultural
style to the exhibition design, enabling the
audience to understand and feel the unique
charm of the brand more deeply.
By utilizing Lingnan cultural elements such as
colors, patterns and decorations, architectural
styles, traditional crafts, and calligraphy and
script, commercial exhibition design can add a
unique artistic flavor and cultural atmosphere
to products or brands, attracting the audience's
attention and interest while also conveying the
unique charm and values of Lingnan culture.
This approach of integration and heritage in
design not only enhances the effectiveness of
commercial exhibitions but also promotes the
dissemination and development of Lingnan
culture.

4. Application Strategies of Lingnan
Cultural Elements in Commercial
Exhibition Design
The strategies for applying Lingnan cultural
elements in commercial exhibition design
include the use of color, patterns and
decorations, architectural styles, traditional
crafts, calligraphy and script, music and
performance, as well as storytelling and
heritage. Through the judicious application of
these strategies, unique commercial
exhibitions imbued with Lingnan cultural
characteristics can be created, attracting the
attention and interest of the audience while
also conveying the unique charm and values of
Lingnan culture.

4.1 Color Usage

In commercial exhibition design, it is crucial
to establish a design consciousness that
integrates Lingnan regional culture. Designers
need to deeply understand the history,
traditions, and characteristics of Lingnan
regional culture, using it as inspiration and a
starting point for their designs. By studying
and understanding Lingnan culture, designers
can better grasp its essence and consciously
design this "exhibition language" to showcase
Lingnan cultural characteristics to the world.
Using elements and forms of Lingnan culture
in design imbues it with regional features and
cultural connotations, not only promoting the
exhibits but also perpetuating and promoting
national culture, spreading Lingnan culture
globally, and enhancing the sense of national
history and social responsibility among
people.

4.2 Patterns and Decorations
Commercial exhibition design should focus
not only on external aesthetic forms but also
on delving into cultural content. Lingnan
regional culture has rich connotations,
including architecture, painting, sculpture,
clothing, cuisine, etc. Designers can delve into
various aspects of Lingnan culture, extract its
essence and uniqueness, and cleverly integrate
them into commercial exhibition designs to
give them a strong ethnic flavor and enhance
the level and effectiveness of commercial
exhibition design.

4.3 Architectural Style
The architectural style of Lingnan culture is
unique and exquisite, characterized by
elements like glazed tiles, dougong brackets,
and carved decorations. These elements can be
incorporated into commercial exhibition
design, such as in the exterior design of
buildings, doorways, windows, etc., to create a
strong Lingnan cultural atmosphere.

4.4 Traditional Crafts
The Lingnan region is home to many
traditional crafts such as ceramics,
lacquerware, embroidery, and Daliang fish
lanterns (figure 1). These traditional craft
elements can be applied in commercial
exhibition design, such as in the packaging
and display methods of products, to showcase
the uniqueness and cultural connotations of the
products.
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Figure 1. Application of Daliang Fish
Lanterns in Commercial Exhibition Spaces
4.5 Calligraphy and Script
The calligraphy art of Lingnan culture is
unique and can be applied in commercial
exhibition design, such as in slogans,
promotional phrases, and signage, to enhance
the cultural atmosphere and artistic feel of the
exhibition area. Lingnan regional characters
and calligraphic styles can be used in
commercial exhibition design to express the
uniqueness and regional characteristics of the
brand.

4.6 Music and Performance
Lingnan culture has many traditional music
and performance forms, such as Cantonese
opera and lion dancing. Arranging related
music performances or performance activities
in commercial exhibition design can attract the
audience's attention and participation.

4.7 Storytelling and Heritage
Lingnan culture has a rich history and
traditional stories that can be conveyed
through exhibition design. Through graphic
displays, video presentations, and other
methods, audiences can gain a deeper
understanding and experience of the charm of
Lingnan culture. Designing storyboards in the
exhibition area to introduce the origin,
development, and heritage of Lingnan culture
or using videos to showcase the local customs
and traditions of the Lingnan region can add a
unique Lingnan cultural flavor to commercial
exhibition design, enabling the audience to
deeply understand and feel the connotations of
Lingnan culture.

5. Effectiveness Assessment of Lingnan
Cultural Elements in Commercial
Exhibition Design
(1) Highlighting Regional Characteristics:
Integrating Lingnan cultural elements in
commercial exhibition design can highlight
regional characteristics, making the brand or
product stand out. Lingnan culture, with its

unique historical background and artistic style,
allows audiences to feel the unique charm of
the Lingnan region through its incorporation in
exhibition design, thereby increasing the
attractiveness and recognition of the brand or
product.
(2) Emphasizing Traditional Cultural Values:
Lingnan culture carries rich traditional cultural
values, such as harmonious coexistence,
respect for nature, and pursuit of refinement.
Incorporating Lingnan cultural elements in
commercial exhibition design can convey
these values, resonating emotionally with the
audience. This design approach, which
emphasizes traditional cultural values, helps to
establish the brand and product image,
enhancing consumer identification and loyalty
to the brand.
(3) Enhancing Aesthetic Experience: Known
for its exquisitely detailed artistic style,
Lingnan culture can enhance the aesthetic
experience of audiences in commercial
exhibition design. The architectural style,
traditional crafts, and musical art of Lingnan
culture all possess unique beauty. Utilizing
these elements in exhibition design can create
visually pleasing effects, increasing the
audience’s fondness and approval of the brand
or product.
(4) Adding Cultural Connotation:
Incorporating Lingnan cultural elements in
commercial exhibition design can add cultural
depth to the brand or product. With its rich
historical stories and traditional symbols,
Lingnan culture, when skillfully used in
exhibition design, can give deeper meaning
and storytelling to the brand or product,
sparking more interest and curiosity in the
audience.
(5) Evoking Emotional Resonance: Integrating
Lingnan cultural elements in commercial
exhibition design can evoke emotional
resonance in the audience. Lingnan culture
represents a sense of ethnic identity and
belonging. Presenting Lingnan cultural
elements in exhibition design can awaken the
audience’s emotional memories and
connections to their hometown and traditional
culture, increasing their emotional
identification and fondness for the brand or
product.
(6) Enhancing Brand Storytelling:
Incorporating Lingnan cultural elements in
commercial exhibition design can create a
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more story-rich image for the brand. With its
rich history and legends, combining these
stories with the brand’s story can add more
emotion and plot to the brand, enhancing its
storytelling and appeal, and attracting more
consumer attention and participation.

6. Conclusion and Outlook
This study conducts an in-depth investigation
into the application of Lingnan cultural
elements in commercial exhibition design,
summarizing the methods and effects of
incorporating these elements. The results
indicate that the judicious use of Lingnan
cultural elements can enhance the artistic and
cultural significance of commercial displays,
increasing consumer purchasing desire and
brand identification. However, this study has
certain limitations, such as the restricted
choice of samples and the subjectivity of
empirical assessments. Future research could
further explore the effects of Lingnan cultural
elements across different industries and
cultural backgrounds, and combine emerging
digital technologies and interactive design
approaches to create more innovative and
appealing commercial exhibition designs.
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