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Abstract: This paper conducts a systematic
comparison with the model of contemporary
foreign socialist practice in terms of the
similarities and differences in the economic
model, the model of social development, and
the model of political governance between the
two. The research finds that, while adhering
to the basic principles of socialism, socialism
with Chinese characteristics has flexibly
introduced the market economic mechanisms
and realized great economic growth as well as
social progress. It has shown strong
adaptability and vitality. It is much more
difficult for foreign socialist countries to
develop their economy and institute social
governance, as the balance between central
planning and market mechanisms is
important. By this approach, China has
assured political stability and policy
continuity for the country, ensuring
centralized and unified leadership of the
Party as another major success factor for
China's socialist practice. The research
findings in this paper show that the socialism
with Chinese characteristics has special
advantages in both theory and practice; thus,
making it useful reference following might be
in the global socialist cause development.
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1. Introduction

1.1 Research Background and Importance
Socialism, as an important social system and
political concept, has been widely explored and
practiced around the world since the 19th
century. During the Cold War, socialist countries
occupied an important position on the world
political stage. After the collapse of the Soviet
Union, the number of socialist countries
decreased significantly, but this concept did not

die out. Instead, it was re-examined and
developed in some countries. Contemporary
socialist practice presents diverse characteristics.
Different countries show their own uniqueness
in development paths, economic models,
political structures and social governance. For
example, in the context of globalization,
countries such as Cuba and Vietnam have tried
to promote economic reforms and seek more
efficient development models while maintaining
the basic principles of socialism[1]. In contrast,
China's socialist practice is particularly
prominent due to its unique historical conditions
and cultural background. Especially since the
reform and opening up, China has formed a
socialist road with Chinese characteristics by
adhering to the basic principles of socialism and
combining the flexibility of the market economy.
This has not only promoted China's economic
rise, but also provided new perspectives and
inspirations for the development of global
socialist theory and practice[2].
In the backdrop of an intricate global political
and economic environment, the comparative
study between the socialist practice of
contemporary China and foreign countries will
not only deepen the understanding of this
practical experience of various socialist
countries but also provide reference for further
development in the socialist course of China.
This should be of important theoretical and
practical significance to sum up and reflect on
the successful experiences and shortcomings in
socialist practice, exploring the future direction
of development for socialism.

1.2 Research Objectives
The main objective of this research paper is to
compare and analyze the contemporary foreign
socialist practice with that of China, trying to
find out the similarities and differences between
the two in terms of economic model, political
system, social culture, etc., and the reasons
behind. It will shed light on the major
development paths and achievements of foreign
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socialist countries, contrasting them with the
path of socialism with Chinese characteristics
China has taken since the reform and opening-up,
to uncover the advantages and limitations
various social systems and governance models
have in accomplishing economic development,
social stability, and people's well-being. The
present research hopes to investigate in great
comparative detail not only the uniqueness of
China's socialist practice and its global
significance but also provide theoretical support
and practical inspiration for the future
development of socialism. Through in-depth
exploration of these issues, the study will
provide new perspectives and insights for the
academic community, enrich the literature in the
field of socialist research, and provide reference
for policymakers.

2. Overview of Contemporary Foreign
Socialist Practice

2.1 Major Foreign Socialist Countries and
Their Models
The practice models of contemporary socialist
countries show diverse characteristics. Each
country has adopted different socialist
development paths based on its own historical
background, cultural traditions and
socio-economic conditions. Countries such as
Cuba, Vietnam and North Korea are typical
representatives of current socialist practices.
They have unique models in socialist economic
construction and political systems. Take Cuba as
an example. On the basis of adhering to Marxist
principles, the country has adopted a highly
centralized planned economic model and
achieved a high level of social welfare through a
universal medical and education system.
However, the long-term economic blockade and
resource shortage have had a serious impact on
the Cuban economy, forcing it to gradually try to
introduce market mechanisms in recent years to
stimulate economic vitality[3]. Vietnam
launched the reform and opening-up policy in
the 1980s. By flexibly introducing market
economic elements while adhering to the
socialist direction, it has successfully achieved
rapid economic growth and stable social
development[4]. North Korea adheres to the
self-reliance model guided by the "Juche idea"
and maintains the country's political and
economic operations under a strict centralized
system, but long-term international sanctions

and insufficient internal resources have seriously
restricted its economic development[5]. The
practices of these countries show that the path to
achieving socialism is not single, but closely
linked to specific national conditions. Different
models reflect the diversity and adaptability of
socialism under different social and economic
conditions.

2.2 Main Achievements and Problems of
Socialist Practice Abroad
Although contemporary socialist countries face
many challenges in practice, they have also
made remarkable achievements in social
construction, education, medical care and social
welfare. Take Cuba as an example. The country's
achievements in the field of health care are
recognized worldwide. Its universal free medical
system covers all aspects, and its residents'
health indicators are among the best in
developing countries.[6] In the decades since its
reform and opening up, Vietnam has
successfully achieved sustained economic
growth, significantly improved people's living
standards, and achieved particularly outstanding
poverty reduction results, making it one of the
successful examples of global poverty
reduction.[7] However, while these countries
have achieved success, they are also facing
many problems. Due to the long-term economic
blockade and the single internal economic
structure, Cuba's economic growth is weak and
the people's living standards are still at a low
level.[8] Behind Vietnam's rapid economic
growth, it is also facing problems such as
environmental pollution and increasing social
inequality. These challenges pose a threat to its
long-term sustainable development.[9] North
Korea's economic development has been in a
long-term downturn due to international
sanctions and resource shortages, and the level
of social security in the field of people's
livelihood is relatively limited.[10] Overall,
although foreign socialist practices have
achieved remarkable achievements in some
aspects, they have also exposed the inherent
deficiencies and challenges of the system. How
to flexibly respond to complex domestic and
international situations while adhering to
socialist principles is a common issue facing
these countries.

3. Characteristics of China's Socialist
Practice
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3.1 Basic Characteristics of Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics
The Socialism with Chinese Characteristics
refers to an independent socialist model formed
by the Communist Party of China through
absorbing and assimilating Marxism's basic
tenets into China's actual situation under its
leadership. At the core of this model lay that,
under the precondition of adherence to the basic
socialist system, a flexible introduction of the
market economy mechanism would give full
play to its role in resource allocation, while
strengthening the dominant position of the state
at both macroeconomic regulation and key areas
[11]. This dual-track development model made it
smooth for China to transit from a planned
economy to a market economy within just a few
decades and maintain the sustainable, rapid
growth of its economy. Additionally, socialism
with Chinese characteristics is "people-centered"
and oriented towards the improvement of living
standards and social welfare of all people,
focusing on achievement of social fairness and
justice with such policies as poverty alleviation
and common prosperity [12]. Perhaps most
importantly, in political life, China resolutely
upholds the basic principle of Party leadership,
stresses the width and authenticity of people's
democracy, and through institutions like the
people's congress system and consultative
democracy in other forms, ensures that the
people really remain in the dominant position
throughout the country's political life [13]. These
basic characteristics not only demonstrate the
uniqueness of socialism with Chinese
characteristics, but also provide new models and
experiences for the development of the global
socialist cause.

3.2 Major Achievements of China's Socialist
Practice
In more than 40 years since reform and opening
to the rest of the world, China has witnessed
extraordinary achievements in socialist practice:
economic development, social progress, and
international influence. It had successfully taken
the leap from a low-income country to that of a
middle-income, and had grown to become the
second-largest economy in the world. The high
growth is not manifested just in the non-stop
increase of GDP; the living standards improved
dramatically. In the rank of countries by
performance in terms of poverty alleviation
criteria, China will definitely be among the

front-runners. More than 800 million people
were taken out of poverty since 1978. The
United Nations has even dubbed it "the largest
action for poverty reduction in human history"
[14]. Moreover, in China, some very important
infrastructure construction and scientific and
technological innovations are also underway.
The high-speed rail and 5G technology have
been leading in the world, respectively, which
further increased the international
competitiveness and influence of China [15]. In
terms of social development, the educational
level of China is continuously elevated; medical
and health levels are greatly improved; and the
social security systems have gradually perfects.
These have significantly improved the overall
happiness and security of the people [16]. These
achievements of China in socialist practice have
fully demonstrated the correctness and
superiority of the path of socialism with Chinese
characteristics, and have also provided valuable
experience and reference for other developing
countries.

4. Comparative Analysis of Chinese and
Foreign Socialist Practices

4.1 Comparison of Economic and Social
Development Models
There are significant differences between China
and foreign socialist countries in their economic
and social development models, although they
are all committed to promoting economic
growth and social progress within the socialist
framework. China's economic development
model has distinct market-oriented
characteristics. Through the introduction of
market economic mechanisms since the reform
and opening up, China has successfully achieved
rapid economic growth and significant social
progress while maintaining the basic socialist
system[17]. The core of this model is to
emphasize the decisive role of the market in
resource allocation, while the government plays
a leading role in macroeconomic regulation and
key areas to achieve a balance between
economic benefits and social equity. In contrast,
the socialist practices of countries such as Cuba
and Vietnam show more planned economic
characteristics in their economic models.
Although they have also gradually introduced
market mechanisms, they still maintain strong
central planning characteristics as a whole[18].
For example, although Cuba has carried out a
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number of economic reforms in recent years, its
economic growth has been greatly restricted due
to its highly centralized economic system and
long-term economic blockade, resulting in a
relatively lagging level of social
development[19]. In contrast, Vietnam has
achieved remarkable economic growth through
the gradual introduction of a market economy
through the “reform and opening-up” policy, but
this growth has also exacerbated social
inequality to a certain extent, indicating that how
to achieve social equity in the process of
marketization remains a challenge [20]. Overall,
China’s economic and social development model
is more flexible and adaptable, and can maintain
stable development in a complex and changing
international environment, while other socialist
countries face greater challenges and
uncertainties in institutional reform.

4.2 Comparison of Political and Governance
Models
China and foreign socialist countries also show
significant differences in their political and
governance models. China’s political model is
centered on the Communist Party of China,
emphasizing that the leadership of the Party is
the most essential feature of socialism with
Chinese characteristics. The leadership of the
Party runs through all aspects of the country’s
political life, ensuring the country’s political
stability and policy continuity [21]. This model
realizes wide social participation and democratic
consultation through the systems of people's
congresses and political consultation. At the
same time, the centralized and unified leadership
of the Party can be effective to respond to
complex domestic and international challenges
and maintain the right direction of national
development [22]. In contrast, Cuba's political
model is characterized with having a single party
in power. Although it has achieved certain
results in terms of national sovereignty and
social stability, it also faces problems such as
rigid governance and insufficient social
participation [23]. Vietnam, while adhering to
the leadership of the Communist Party, has
attempted to carry out a certain degree of
political reform to enhance the transparency and
credibility of government governance, but there
are still great limitations in actual operation,
especially in dealing with social problems
brought about by marketization, facing
challenges in governance capacity[24]. Overall,

China's experience in maintaining political
stability and effective governance has provided
useful reference for other socialist countries,
while these countries still have much room for
improvement in how to optimize governance
models, enhance social participation and cope
with governance challenges.

5. Conclusion
Through a comparative analysis of
contemporary foreign socialist practices and
Chinese socialist practices, we can draw the
following conclusions: While adhering to the
basic principles of socialism, China has
successfully introduced market economic
mechanisms and formed a unique socialist
model with Chinese characteristics. This model
has not only promoted China's rapid economic
growth and remarkable social progress, but also
demonstrated strong adaptability in a complex
international environment. In contrast, foreign
socialist countries face more challenges in
economic and social development, especially in
how to balance the relationship between central
planning and market mechanisms. In addition,
China has ensured national stability and policy
continuity through the leadership of the Party
and a centralized and unified system in political
governance, which is also one of the key factors
for the success of China's socialist practice.
These findings suggest that China's path has
unique advantages and provides valuable
experience for other socialist countries to learn
from.
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